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WHO IS RUNNING US? 


“AND AS THEY RESOLVED AGAINST 
possessing the knowledge of God, 
God has given them up to a repro- 
bate sense, so that they do what is 
not fitting” (Rom. 1, 28). 


What is more, God seems to have 
delivered them up to the Evil Spirit, 
with whose iniquity they appear to 
be more and more completely filled 
day by day. At least, since God is 
truth while the Devil is a liar and 
the father of lies, who speaks from 
his very nature when he tells a lie, 
it is rather plain to see whose will 
and desires are being done today 
(Jn. 8, 44). That one, by the way, 
also was a murderer from the be- 
ginning (ibid). 

How we have been and are being 
lied to in these recent years in the 
most vital of human matters and 
concerns! By those who are re- 
sponsible for public opinion and by 
those who have shaped and are 
shaping the policies of the nations! 


- Every form that can be given to 


untruth is resorted to in order to 
make palatable to the public such 
courses as in their naked truth 
would be revolting to its conscience 
and its innate sense of decency. 


To achieve such purposes, and to 
sell the public means toward these 
purposes that have not been short 
of war and the wholesale extermin- 


ation of human beings, there have 
been open lies, suppression of vital 
truths, advancement of half truths, 
innuendo, false pretexts and pre- 
tenses, hypocritical pleas and prom- 
ises, lip service to God and to holy 
ideals and virtues, deliberate con- 
flicting reports—all the lowest 
tricks, devices and paraphernalia of 
lying propaganda are pressed into 
service, in one country today, in 
another yesterday, in most of them 
quite regularly, to cloud public 
opinion and whip public reaction in 
line, against its sober and whole- 
some sentiments and convictions. 


Today, with the means of com- 
munication enlarged and multiplied 
immeasurably over conditions of a 
thousand or two years ago, we are, 
thanks to lying propaganda, less 
able to arrive at the truth than the 
ancient world was. This in an age 
when we, the people, in our age of 
democracy, are expected to pass 
judgment and vote on issues involv- 
ing the peace of the world! Whole 
countries are victimized by this 
mendacity, either in that they swal- 
low it and are led to unconscionable 
action, or in that as a result of it the 
displeasure of other countries is un- 
fairly visited on them. 


Due to it Spain is a pariah among 
nations when according to depend- 
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them out of politics, statecraft and 
international relations.” 

In past centuries there were those 
who wanted to get rid of kings, and 
they did. But in some instances 
they found that the people were 
closely attached to royalty. And 
what did they do? They kept the 
kings, but they stripped them of 
their authority and influence, so that 
today what kings we have are 
figureheads. 

Secularism would do that with 
God and religion. It says: Religion 
is a private affair. Keep it, you who 
must. But in our affairs, in the 
business of life, we cannot be ham- 
pered by it. So, secularism has not 
only failed to take God or religion 
seriously; it has divorced it from 
life, left God a mere figurehead in 
the world he has made. 


The Purpose of Religion 


Now, IF EVER THERE CAME FROM 
the hand of God a man that took the 
Creator and religion seriously, it 
was St. Francis of Assisi. He took 
the word of God literally, and he 
lived the doctrines as well as the 
precepts and counsels of Christ and 
his Church. To him it was self- 
evident that if God and his Christ 
stand in such intimate and sacred 
relations to mankind, certain lines 
of conduct toward God and our fel- 
low men become imperative in com- 
mon propriety. 


Sanctity, for all practical pur- 
poses, means keeping our soul a 
worthy sanctuary, a dwelling place 
for God. Sanctity, for all practical 
purposes, is to treat others as God 
treats them and would have us treat 
them. Sanctity is to live as Christ 
lived, to reproduce the Christ, so 
much so that everything we do and 
say is just what Christ would do and 
say in similar circumstances. We 
know how seriously we are taking 
God and religion when we see how 
far our conduct conforms with this 
standard. 
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St. Francis of Assisi came nearer 
to that ideal than any living, breath- 
ing mortal. 
Lord, it may well be said, he was the 
most perfect reproduction of the 
Christ that we have ever had. To 


take God and his religion seriously 


was his way of life. 

He loved God, not for what God 
would give him, but because of what 
God is in himself and toward man- 
kind. He loved the children of God 
because he saw in them a reflection 
of the image and grace of God. He 


loved the things of nature, the — 
plants, the beasts of the fields, be- — 


cause he saw in all of them phases 
of the glory and beauty of the 
Creator. And all that, he found, 


put upon him certain obligations of © 


common decency that anybody as- 
piring to nobility, to sanctity, to 
character must carry out. 


His life was like what is told of 


his sermon to the birds. 


Once St. Francis saw a flock of 
birds, and he preached a sermon to 
them: “Praise the Lord, my little 
sisters, for the Lord, your God, is 
good. Inthe ark which Noah made, 
he saved your fathers from the 
flood. And he gives you trees for 
houses, streams for drink, and 
grain for food.” 

And they listened politely, and 
they bowed their heads and 
stretched their necks until they 
touched the sod, as if in adoration 
to God. And they flew about Fran- 


Since the days of our 


cis, in courtesy to him who had so | 


pretty a lesson for them. ‘Then, 


with the cross Francis blessed them, — 


and the birds confessed their duti- 


fulness by flying forth in four bat- | 
talions, north and south and east | 


and west. 
The Upshot 


OF THE LOVELY THINGS ST. FRAN- 
CIS did in dear Assisi, I have chosen 
only this, because its lesson is so 
easy: Love the Lord, and love his 
creatures, birds and beasts, and 
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above all love your fellow man. 
After what God has done for us and 
been for us, we have no choice but 
to make all our daily life measure 
up to the holy truths told of him in 
the Gospel of Love. 


With that gospel of love St. Fran- 
cis of Assisi established a new social 
order, a social order that prompted 
a great pope to say: “My social re- 
form is the Third Order of St. 
Francis”. It numbers today thou- 
sands and thousands of followers of 
the saint, who try in their simple, 
humble way to reproduce the Christ 
in their daily lives. 


“O good St. Francis, would that 
he were here again!” exclaimed a 
poet. Well, you are members of his 
vast order, members of his great 
crusade, and if there was ever a 
time in history when his crusade to 
put God back into life was needed, 
it is today. The world needs more 
than anything else St. Francis’ ex- 
ample of the love of God and neigh- 
bor, the truths of the gospel of 
Christ put to work in daily life 
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after the example of St. Francis of 
Assisi. 

As a practical lesson from the 
feast day of our Heavenly patron, © 
let us take God and our religion 
more seriously. If every priest was 
another Christ, if every nun was an- 
other Mary, if every Catholic, cer- 
tainly every Tertiary, tried to re- 
produce the Christ in daily life, if 
all of us lived what we believed, we 
should rapidly transform the face 
of the earth. That is what St. 
Francis did. With his life, and 
with his Third Order to perpetuate 
his life, he came nearer than any 
other individual to transforming 
the face of a bewildered world. 


So, love God. Love him like his 
children. Love him as did St. Fran- 
cis. Love him in your neighbor. 
Love God, and the crooked way of 
life will be made straight, and the 
rough ways smooth, and the dark 
ways bright. Take God seriously. 
Take him at his word. Reproduce 
him in your daily lives. For what 
other reason did God leave you the 
Faith? 8 


TRUE SON 


THE SERAPHIC SPIRIT 
OF ST. ANTHONY 


BY FR. CUTHBERT GUMBINGER 
O.F.M. CAP. (10) 


Second of a series on St. Anthony of Padua, soon presumably to be declared a 
Doctor of the Church. Unless otherwise noted, citations are taken from Fr. (now Bishop) 
Vittorino Facchinetti O.F.M., Antonio da Padova, Milano, S. Lega Eucaristica, 1925, 


pp. 579—414 Incisioni. 


St. ANTHONY IS NOT ONLY ONE OF 
the first fruits of Franciscan holi- 


2 ness, but he represents the Francis- 


can spirit so perfectly that he ranks 
second only to the Seraphic father 
himself. 

Sabatier and others before and 
since his time have denied this fact. 
Sabatier’s work on St. Francis is 
condemned by the Church. All 
good critics equally condemn what 
he says against the spirit of St. An- 
thony. 


The disparagers of Padua’s won- 
derworker claim that he was op- 
posed to Francis on three main 
points: his attachment to study, the 
form of his apostolate, and his de- 
votional life. 


St. Anthony and Study 


WE HAVE SEEN THAT ANTHONY 
was a learned man, a mighty 
preacher, and a tireless writer of 
practical sermons. He may soon be 
declared a Doctor of the Church. 
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Now, St. Francis is not known as 
a great writer, and his sermons 
were simple, for he ‘“‘discoursed of 
vices and virtues, of punishment 
and glory with brevity, because our 
Lord, when on earth, made a short 
word” (Rule of the Friars Minor). 
But just appraisers of the life and 
ideals of St. Francis, such as Bishop 
Felder, Father Cuthbert, Chester- 
ton, and Joergensen, prove that 
Francis was not only no enemy of 
study, but actually encouraged 
study that aimed at developing vir- 
tue in the scholar and in others. 
Thus, in his very letter to St. An- 
thony, the Poverello permits him to 
preach but warns him not to extin- 
guish the spirit of prayer and devo- 
tion. 


It is true, as critics point out, that 
in the Mirror of Perfection, wherein 
the various virtues of Francis’ 
earlier followers are praised accord- 
ing to the Poverello’s mind, Anthony 
is not even mentioned. But at the 
period covered by the Mirror Fran- 
cis had not yet met Anthony. In 
the Legenda Prima, however, an 
ancient biographer says this in 
praise of Anthony, showing the 
mind of Francis in his regard: 


“St. Anthony is typified by the 
venerable patriarch Jacob, of whom 
Isaac, representing the blessed 
Father Francis, sang joyfully: Be- 
hold, the smell of my son, like the 
smell of a plentiful field, which the 
Lord has blessed (Gen. 27, 27) ; be- 
cause the grace of Divine blessing 
had so irrigated this field, and made 
it fruitful with so many sweet- 
smelling virtues that it became 
famous for its humility, celebrated 
for its wisdom, fruitful on account 
of its eloquence, fervent in its char- 
ity, rich in its poverty, noble in its 
honesty, benign in speech, meek in 
discourse, in a word, gracious in all 
things regarding God or man” (p. 


Anthony was more learned than 
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Francis, but his background a 
was different from that of the Li a 
Poor Man. By consequence, An 
thony’s apostolate was richer in its 
dogmatic and moral content than 
that of Francis. To imitate a man} 
like Francis does not mean that one 
has to be exactly like him in every; 
respect. It is the mentality, the at 
titude, the exercise of virtue tha 
makes one a follower of the other 

All the saints are imitators o 
Christ, yet no two saints are exact 
ly alike, nor is any one of them a 
perfect copy of Christ: such things 
are impossible. But in every saint, 
on close inspection, we see again the 
meek and gentle Christ, suffering 
and rising, texching by word and 
example, shaming the world, the 
flesh and the Devil, giving glory tc. 
God and helping save souls. Since 
Christ is perfect, he can be imitated 
in many ways and yet his perfectiom 
will not be exhausted. 


Something similar is true of the 
great saints that are typical, suck 
as Francis. His ideals admit of de-+ 
grees and adaptation. ‘That is the 
very reason why the Franciscan 
order remains popular in _ the 
Church. That is why the order wil 
produce saints in great number til! 
the end of time. 


Keeping this in mind, we can the 
better understand the learning anc 
apostolic work of Anthony. His 
virtues prove him not only an imi- 
tator of Christ but also a true spir- 
itual son of the humble, poor, anc 
Christ-loving Francis. 


St. Anthony’s Humility 


JOHN RIGAULD, AN EARLY BIO: 
GRAPHER of Anthony, says the sain’ 
was so humble that he thought him: 
self the last of the friars and wishec 
to be despised by everybody. He 
was careful to hide as much as pos 
sible the rich graces and gifts Goc 
gave him. Even in his teaching h 
restrained himself, in order not t 
appear too learned before others. 
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The saint sought humble tasks 
about the friary and kept himself in 
the background as much as possible. 
Imitating Christ, Anthony washed 
the feet of the brethren, cleaned 
pots and pans in the kitchen, and 
served the poor. On journeys he 
subjected himself to his companion, 
to gain merit before God. Finally, 
the biographer breaks forth in this 
praise of the saint: 


“O truly humble man! He hid 
his knowledge, and was called to the 
honor of the apostolate by the Lord. 
He sought the lowest offices in the 
friary, and was thus glorified. He 
placed himself last of all the friars, 
and his miracles put him in the first 
place. And when he was in high 
position, he did not become proud, 
but by his vigilance he saved from 
the teeth of the wolves the lambs 
entrusted to his care” (p. 128). 


St. Bonaventure says in praise of 
Sst. Anthony that he was little and 
abject. Bishop Facchinetti  re- 
marks that Anthony’s early bio- 
graphers make special note of his 
humility. This virtue is the light 
and perfume, the foundation and 
crown of Anthony’s entire spiritual 
life. Like Francis, the young Por- 
tuguese courted humiliation rather 
than honor, insults rather than 
praise, poverty, work and penance 
rather than anything this world can 
offer (ibid.). 


“From the abundance of the 
heart, the mouth speaks.” In An- 
thony’s sermons we find frequent 
and fervent reference to humility as 
the mother of all virtues, as the 
water which extinguishes the fire of 
temptation, as the balm to placate 
the Divine wrath. Humility, he 
says, is the index of the soul’s 
strength, for the more humble a 
person is, so much the greater is his 
fortitude. His castigation of pride 
is terrible; for this vice is the 
Devil’s own, and the mark of his 
followers. Pride has the stench of 
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Hell. 
God. 


The Fragrance of Lilies 


THE MOST GLORIOUS REWARD OF 
the humble soul is that God allows 
it to lead an immaculate life. The 
humble conquer their brute in- 
stincts, subdue passion, cheat the 
Devil, the world and the flesh, and 
give great glory to Christ in both his 
body and his soul. Anthony tells us 
that as a tower defends a fortress, 
so humility preserves chastity of 
soul and body. “God gives grace 
to the humble” (Prov. 3, 31), and 
the chief grace is not to fall into 
sins against holy purity. Anthony 
writes that such sins make the body 
beastly, soil the soul, eclipse the 
lovely light of faith and extinguish 
the fire of Divine love (ibid.). 

Bishop Facchinetti says in praise 
of Anthony’s purity: 

“As much as we know of the life 
of Padua’s wonderworker, it would 
seem to be enough to persuade us 
that he was one of those privileged 
souls that were able to preserve the 
lily of purity immaculate in their 
early years, years so critical and 
dangerous, though he surely had 
great temptations. It is fair to 
think that, as he advanced in life 
and in the desire of perfection, he 
became more and more enamored of 
the angelic virtue, which, as Tertul- 
lian says, makes us pleasing to God, 
unites us intimately with Christ, 
and allows us, even on this earth, to 
partake of heavenly joy...Of An- 
thony...we can say what Alexander 
of Hales used to say of Bonaven- 
ture: Behold, it seems that Adam 
has not sinned in him” (pp. 124, 
HZ ya 

We can apply to Anthony’s purity 
the vision Fra Masseo had one day. 
He saw a field of wonderful flowers. 
Roses, lilies, singing birds, bees, 
sunshine and every natural glory 
opened to the eyes and ears of the 
friar. But he saw one lily more 


But the humble are sweet to 
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beautiful and greater than all the 
other flowers. Asking what this 
might signify, God told Masseo that 
it represented Francis, for “he is a 
virgin in mind and in heart.” 

Anthony’s very presence exhaled 
an angelic aura and fragrance that 
inspired confidence, veneration and 
love. His very garments had a 
power over the flesh. One day, 
while preaching at Limoges France, 
he took sick at the abbey of Solig- 
nac. The monk who cared for him, 
was terribly tempted against chas- 
tity for some time. Anthony was 
permitted by God to know this fact. 
The saint comforted the brother and 
gave him one of his Franciscan 
tunics to wear. Wonderful to tell, 
no sooner had the monk put on the 
saint’s garment than he was relieved 
of the temptation, and never again 
did he have to struggle against the 
flesh. Rigauld, who relates the 
fact, says that the monk often told 
of the marvelous cure and thanked 
God for having sent Anthony to 
him. 
The Lily, Anthony’s Symbol 

THE COMPANIONS OF ANTHONY, AS 
well as the people who saw and 
heard him, were convinced of the 
high degree of the saint’s purity. 
Both art and literature always as- 
sociate him with lilies and with 
youth and all that is clean and noble. 
The earliest representations of the 
saint for more than a century re- 
presented him with a lily, or with 
flames in his hand, at times with 
both symbols. Thus his chastity 
and charity are eloquently ex- 
pressed. The Capuchin artist Fr. 
Ephrem of Poland has painted a re- 
markable portrait of Anthony in 
this regard in recent years. In the 
chapel of the Capuchin College of 
Authors at Assisi, he portrays An- 
thony with hands open at his side, 
and eyes toward heaven. From the 
saint’s body flames jet forth, and 
lilies stem from the ends of the 
flames. It is an impressive and 


ee 


worthy picture of the pure and loy- 
ing Anthony. 4 

On many pictures of Anthony, 
either alone or with other saints, 
the lily marks his identity. In 
these and later pictures the saint 
may at times also hold a book or 
even the Divine Child, but the lily is 
his great symbol. His purity must 
have been something phenomenal 
before God and man. In his life, 
his conversation, his internal and 
external conduct, his sermons and 
his very looks Anthony preserved, 
defended, promoted and inspired 
the angelic virtue. To see him was 
better than a sermon against vice;~ 
to hear him was to be enthused for 
the virtue which makes us like the 
heavenly hosts. 

The lily must remain Anthony’s 
symbol. Snow-white, delicate, as- 
piring to the sun and the heavens, it 
represents the beauty, charm and 
splendor of the immaculate soul, full 
of love and grace, that Anthony 
brought to his God. Anthony is the - 
Aloysius of the Franciscan order. 
God allowed both these heroes of 
chastity to enter Heaven in the 
month of June, the time of lilies; it 
is fitting therefore, that lilies be in 
their hands, and on their tomb and 
altar. Mother Church allows us to 
bless lilies in honor of St. Anthony 
to mark his singular whiteness of 
soul and body, to encourage us to 
have recourse to him and to imitate 
his magnificent virtue. 

Francis can indeed rejoice in An- 
thony. Francis was so pure that 
his very body was sealed with the 
sacred stigmata. Humility and vir- 
ginal purity were united in Francis. 
So do they shine in Anthony. 

St. Anthony and Prayer 

IF LACK OF REVERENCE IS ONE OF 
the traits of the wicked, the spirit 
of prayer and devotion is a mark of 
the just. Christ’s warning to his 
apostles to watch and pray, has 
echoed down the centuries to all his 
disciples. In Anthony, like in all 
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true Christians, virtue is nourished 
by prayer, the Mass and the sacra- 
ments. If Anthony was adorned 
with so high a degree of virtue that 
God saw fit to have him canonized 
less than a year after death, it was 
because prayer was the very life of 
‘the saint’s soul. 

It was in the school of Christian 
prayer, in the deep recesses of 
Christ’s wounds, that Anthony 
learned the wisdom of the saints, the 
prudence of the angels, and the love 
of the seraphs. It was in the lov- 
ing contemplation of Christ cruci- 
fied that the young friar gained that 
superhuman courage to preach and 
write for ten years, with the power 
of an archangel, to become the light 
of the order and the honor of the 
Christian world. Rigauld says: 

“The blessed Anthony certainly 
learned how to pray from his mas- 
ter St. Francis, who taught that 
persevering prayer is indispensable 
to a religious. The blessed Francis 
often said that no one can make 
progress in the service of God if he 
does not encourage himself to raise 
his mind continually to Heaven in 
fervent prayer. Therefore Anthony 
devoted himself very often to 
prayer, crying out with the Apostle: 
I will pray with the spirit, I will 
pray also with the understanding”’ 
(1 Cor. 14, 15.—p. 128). 

Anthony prayed for long years, as 
a child, as an Augustinian at Oli- 
vares, as a Friar Minor in Italy and 
France. It was his delight to retire 
into solitude, to come face to face 
with God. 

In a sermon for the fifth Sunday 
after Easter the saint says of 
prayer: 

“The order to be followed in our 
prayers is given us by the Apostle 
when he writes to Timothy: I de- 
sire, therefore, first of all, that sup- 
plications, prayers, intercessions 
and thanksgivings be made (1 Tim. 
2, 1). Supplication is a warm ap- 
peal. ..Prayer is the state of the 
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soul that adheres to God, that treats 
familiarly with him, that tenderly 
enjoys the light he grants her. 
Intercession is made to obtain tem- 
poral gifts, ...legitimate desire that 
God approves, reserving to himself 
to act as he sees best, giving freely 
to those who entreat well. The 
wicked and the sons of this world 
ask for peace, for health of body, 
for good weather, for all that is use- 
ful but which can also be abused. 
They who ask for these things ac- 
cording to God, subject their will to 
that of the Lord. But we must not 
presume that he will hear us, for 
not we, but our Father who is in 
Heaven, knows what is good and 
needful to us” (p. 129). 


Anthony’s Penance 


RIGAULD ASSURES US THAT AN- 
THONY was a true Friar Minor also 
in his fasting, poverty, and other 
penances. Days on bread and 
water, a hard bed, the whip, cold 
and heat, the privations of work, 
preaching and _ travel—all these 
were the constant companions of 
Anthony in this valley of tears. 
Rigauld writes: 

“Anthony wore about his waist 
an iron chain, of which a piece is 
still preserved as a precious relic in 
the friary at Limoges [friary and 
relic have long since disappeared]. 
The austerities wherewith he af- 
flicted his body to subject it to the 
spirit, were at times so severe that 
he could hardly stand upright. 
But, by the same token, this blessed 
soul thereby felt the weight of the 
flesh all the less, and could rise so 
well to its Creator that it seemed to 
live in Heaven” (p. 130). 

In this way Anthony could preach 
Christ and him crucified without 
blushing. The young master could 
insist on penance before great 
crowds, who could see that he was a 
living example of one who had 
crucified his flesh with its vices and 
concupiscences (Gal. 5, 24). ® 
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SELF-COMMUNINGS OF A MARTYR 


CHRISTIAN PERFECTION 
IN VIVID LESSONS 


THE SOLILOQUIA 
OF VEN. PAUL HEATH 0O.F.M. 


Sixth Instalment 


CHAPTER 9 


Prayer for the Reconciliation of the Soul 
And Its Liberal Conversion 


O dearest Jesus! From the 
depths of my heart I want to come 
back to you, worn down at last by 
the heavy burden of my manifold 
misery and my daily offenses. To 
my confusion and the exaltation of 
your boundless mercy, I frankly ad- 
mit that up till now I have led a life 
full of all grossness and all the un- 
cleanness of levity and vanity. I 
deserve to suffer the abuse of all my 
fellow men and all other creatures, 
and in no way do I deserve it that 
you should ever admit my soul to 
your favor and that of any of your 
friends. 

I do not dare, dearest Jesus, to ap- 
pear face up in your sight, when I 
reflect on the measure of toil and 
crosses with which it pleased you to 
get me back on the right path, and 
compare that mercy with your 
power over me and my helplessness ; 
your majesty and my worthlessness ; 
your goodness and my ingratitude; 
your being God, and I just nothing, 
and still this utterly misplaced pride 
and rashness of mine; your favors 
to me, and my lack of response; the 
sacraments with your grace, and my 
want of repentance; your wounds, 
and my sins, with which J keep tor- 
turing, afflicting, persecuting you, 
my sweetest Redeemer. 

Day after day your glory, your 
charity, your patience is displayed 
tome. You point to the example of 
the rest of your servants, who never 
stop praising you day and night 
with body and soul. So many acts 
of penance, of virtue, of devotion 
they offer at your altar daily! And 
I still keep stuck in the grime of my 


evil habits. You seek me out, I hide 
away. You follow me up, I run 
away. You call me by name, I do 
not answer. You reproach me, I 
murmur. You scourge me, I grow 
the harder. You bring my defec- 
tions to mind, I do nothing about it 
although I am the most miserable 
and wretched among all men. 


Oh, please, Lord Jesus, great a 
sinner as I am, do not withhold your 
mercy fromme. Hit my heart hard 
and deep with the sharp lance of 
your suffering, so that I can humble 
myself truly before you as my vile- 
ness demands. Let your love for 
me cure what my iniquity has made 
so grievously ill, and let your holy 
grace produce the true life in my 
soul, so that at last and least before 
my death I can return perfectly to 
you and be admitted truly with the 
rest of your friends to reconciliation 
with your boundless charity, who 
are my true God and Lord forever. 


CHAPTER 10 
Rules to Secure Perfect Reconciliation 


Dearest Child, you are very weak. 
So quickly do you lapse from the 
good resolutions you make for my 
sake. Without instruction and help 
from me you cannot arrive at true 
justice. So I will teach you in plain 
terms if you will listen, as to what 
is the more acceptable to me and in 
what particulars I desire to have 
your service in order to carry out 
my will and virtue in your heart; 
in what ways, furthermore, you can 
keep directing your conscience with 
real progress before me so as to 
convert to me all the powers of your 
soul in perfect reconciliation. 


1. The fundamental considera- 
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Fon of all is: That you sincerely 
acknowledge me as your Lord and 
Redeemer, rousing your mind _ to 
fear and reverence for me and like 
a dutiful child always proving body 
‘and soul submissive to me in every- 
thing I require of you. That you 
often and fervently revolve in mind 
my sufferings and the afflictions I 
have endured for your salvation; 
for I have bequeathed them to you 
as an effective incentive to all love 
and virtue, so you might turn them 
to constant careful account for my 
honor against all your evil habits, 
and against all the corrupt appetites 
of your soul as well as the devilish 
temptations of the flesh. That you 
be humbly obedient to my command- 
ments, just as if you saw me still 
speaking to youin them. That you 
always keep my counsels actively 
before you, as if all your life con- 
sisted in observing them. That you 
always take any honor given to me 
as your consolation, insults offered 
to me as your affliction, my cross 
as your treasure, my love as your de- 
light, while you always endeavor to 
imitate my example with true pa- 
tience and abasement of your own 
will. 


2. The second fundamental con- 
sideration is that you cherish my 
mother Mary and all my saints with 
unaffected devotion, humbly recom- 
mending to their faithful protection 
all your afflictions and weaknesses ; 
considering yourself fortunate that 
in them I have entrusted you to the 
patronage of people that have been 
exceptionally tried by the hardships 
and dangers of this life. So they 
are moved by the utmost compassion 
for their brethren still living in the 
world, to recommend sincerely to me 
the souls of all who have recourse 
to them. 

I would have you never abandon 
them, but often read about the ex- 
ample they gave, thirst keenly after 
their happiness, follow their life in 
all simplicity. Yes, I would have 
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you cultivate an intimate familiarity . 
with them, for they desire your sal- 
vation with exceptional eagerness. 


3. The third fundamental consid- 
eration is that you never think you 
can, apart from my merciful con- 
descension to you, satisfy fully the 
measure of my justice for the count- 
less faults with which you have of- 
fended me, your God. 


I would have you, therefore, often 
call to mind the foulness and frailty 
of your life: how vain, how incon- 
stant you are without my grace; 
that you would be daily running 
into numberless dangers except for 
my protection, such being the in- 
born perversity of your nature and 
your inability to judge what is the 
right thing to do when temptation 
attacks you; what punishment and 
confusion you would deserve, and 
how unworthy you would be of the 
good graces and estimation of any- 
body if you were to be judged at 
your actual baseness. 


Keep your mind busy with such 
thoughts, not to give any way to de- 
jection or scrupulous squeamish- 
ness, but in order to keep turned to 
me in wholesome penitence, no 
longer giving consideration to your 
pleasure and advantage but deter- 
minedly binding yourself to all low- 
liness, regarding yourself as a thing 
that is of no value and can do no- 
thing good without me. 


In that way you will avoid in word 
and deed all presumption and idle 
smugness. You will, too, readily 
stoop to bear my cross. And you 
will be resigned and submissive to 
me in everything. 


I would have you begin all over 
again from one day to the next (for 
true perfection consists not so much 
in the fervor of the moment as in the 
uniform, constant trend of your 
life in steadily clinging to me), so 
that you may thus advance in my 
sight from day to day. 


For the more festive days, how- 
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ever, prepare yourself with special 
devotion, so that you may enjoy so 
much the more grace and spend the 
following days with steadfast pur- 
pose in my service. And should 
you happen to slip or wander away 
from me, then forsake human com- 
panionship and try to get back to 
me in humble self-confusion. 

For that purpose have I left with 
you the sacraments and the helps of 
my Church, that, by making devout 
use of them and the other means of 
grace, you can secure the salvation 
of your soul. 


4. To these three fundamental 
considerations add this fourth one, 
that you pay all attention to your 
association with your neighbor. 


Many there are that believe it is 
enough to have frequent and fervent 
recourse to me, and to keep me and 
my favors intently in mind. Yet 
they let themselves be readily ex- 
cused from virtuous efforts and 
practices, nor are they willing for 
my sake to put up with any oppor- 
tunities or weaknesses on the part 
of their fellow men. Thus they 
grow proud and vain, and altogether 
unfit to carry my Cross. 

But I tell you that you will never 
be perfect and conformable to my 
will unless you mortify yourself 
manfully so as to put up humbly and 
quietly for my sake with the bur- 
dens of others, regardless of your 
feelings. 


I will have you therefore never to 
despise anybody in word or deed, 
nor to take account of their person 
or their shortcomings. Respect me 
in them, who have created and re- 
deemed both you and them. 


Always keep carefully in mind 
the incompetence of your judgment 
and the depravity of your will, so 
as to give yourself and all else up 
for my sake. And do not disdain 
the poor, nor applaud the rich, nor 
afflict the weak, nor attach yourself 
to the proud, nor be disconcerted at 
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the scandals of anybody, but as 
much as you can imitate the ex- — 
ample of the humble and those that 
love me. Endeavor to put up with 
the shortcomings of everybody, re- 
garding yourself as the weakest of 
them all, in order thus to deserve my 

mercy along with them. | 


I would not have you cultivating — 
the company of such, be they men or 
women, as could vitiate your char- — 
acter. Only keep remembering how — 
often your judgment is clouded by 
the smoke of temptation and evil 
passions, and how shrewdly the 
Devil picks on such occasions to 
drag you into his snare. For I have 
paid a most immense price for your 
soul, and so you hurt me very much 
when you listen to the flesh and 
your base nature rather than to my 
counsels. 


5. A fifth consideration is: Keep 
away with all your might and means 
from sadness and dejection. Cast 
all your worry and hope on me, for 
it is I alone who feed you soul and 
body, placing myself and ali crea- 
tures daily at your disposal. 


Never lose heart, never draw back 
from your good resolutions for any 
adversity whatever. For I, who 
have taken upon myself your pro- 
tection, appreciate well the frailty 
of your nature and the power of my 
grace, not only so that you can re- 
sist the impulses to sin but also bear 
steadfastly for my honor any hard- 
ships and natural repugnances 
whatsoever. 


You see how at times you remain 
unvanquished and unmoved in my 
love amid the most severe tempta- 
tions. It is because I am at hand 
then with my special help, so that 
you may realize that nothing is im- 
possible on the part of my grace. 
Then again you are seriously upset 
on very insignificant occasions, be- 
cause I permit you to see how little 
you can do apart from my grace. 
At times the most trivial motives 


February 1946 


will inflame you to the most ardent 
devotion, because then I am within, 
sweetly and noiselessly making you 
feel my presence. But again your 
affliction and dryness is not removed 
by the most forceful incentives of 
devotion, because at such times I 
come to teach you what you must 
expect at any time in this life, so 
that you may be ready at all times 
for the cross, without which you 
cannot get along for any length of 
time, and so that you may be hum- 
bly resigned to me in everything, 
whether I give you a taste of my 
sweetness or withdraw it. 


It is I who inspire you with the 
prudence to take careful measures 
against future dangers, and who so 
arrange what you do and say, 
though you may not be aware of it, 
that it may develop as I find it most 
in keeping with my glory. I teach 
you secretly when to speak, and 
when it is better to keep silent; 
when you should humbly endure, 
and when you should vigorously ob- 
ject; when you should prove pliable 
and eager and when difficult and 
cautious, about anything that is to 
be attended to. 


So fight valiantly, keep at it faith- 
fully, trustingly leave yourself to 
me. I lack no power needed to pro- 
tect you against your enemies, nor 
can any temptation harm you when 
you are fortified by my hand. 


Always be cheerful and gentle 
toward your neighbor, even should 
you at times receive evil at his 
hands. In that way you will never 
be conquered by evil, but you will 
conquer and triumph by your good 
example. Thus I too have never 
failed mankind in the offices of 
mercy and devotion, although I 
suffered unnumbered evils at their 
hands. 


Take care if possible never under 
any provocation to offend your 
brother, nor ever to injure him in 
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body or soul or honor or goods, as 
little as you yourself wish to be in- 
jured by others. You would associ- 
ate with your fellow men with great 
merit as well as great peace of con- 
science if you learned the simple 
way of regarding me in them and of 
putting all your trust in me alone. 


6. Let the sixth consideration be, 
that in everything you do you seek 
only me, your Lord, for my own 
sake, not for the sake of any human 
advantage or of sensible sweetness 
in your devotion. 


For at times you will be left with- 
out any comfort, be it the external 
comfort of human beings or the in- 
ternal solace of spiritual things, so 
that you may understand how idle 
and frivolous it is to put your hope 
in such sensible things; that you 
may learn how necessary it is for 
you to be truly divested of yourself 
before you can be united with me 
and persevere with true steadfast- 
ness in my love. 


So whatever happens to you, 
whatever you have to bear, keep this 
always in view that you may always 
remain true to me and never desert 
my will for any worldly advantage 
whatever. You may most assured- 
ly depend on it that I will not desert 
you, my servant, in your affliction, 
but will be back quickly to dispel 
any haze of dejection from your 
heart. 


When a person gives me his heart 
in that simple way, I give it such a 
turn with my love that he begins at 
once to take up a valiant battle with 
his bad habits. The good graces of 
the world he disdains then as a most 
worthless thing and seeks my glory 
alone in everything. Then lowli- 
ness and abasement appear sweet to 
him for my sake, then compunction 
becomes his frequent recourse, then 
attachment to sin seems loathsome 


(Turn to p. 64, 2 col. below) 
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THE HOLY CHARGE 


BEARERS 
OF THE NEW STANDARD 


THE FAITH 
NO SINECURE 


Second of a Series of Conferences on the Sermon on the Mount 


CHRIST PUTS UP ONE STANDARD. 
The world has another standard, 
one that is the exact opposite of 
Christ’s. He left us the Faith, so 
that we might see and appreciate 
the difference, and cast our lot ac- 
cordingly—whether we choose to be 
blessed after his fashion, or whether 
we mean to take happiness into our 
own hands and secure it regardless 
of his will, notably as found in his 
commandments. 


With the choice put up to us as 
bluntly as that, most of us have 
faith enough to say: Indeed I will 
throw in my lot with Christ and his 
cause; I will try to be and stay a 
good Christian in life and_ senti- 
ment. 


But being a good Christian in- 
volves more than being good and 
pious back of closed doors and out of 
harm’s way. Our Lord in the Ser- 
mon on the Mount implies that his 
followers must be apostles for him 
and his cause. 


1. Salt and Light of the Earth 


1. Our Lord says: You are the 
salt of the earth, but if the salt it- 
self loses its strength, what is left 
to give either it or the earth 
strength and life again? The pro- 
duct is good for nothing but to be 
thrown out and trodden underfoot. 


We have learned a great deal in 
recent years of the value of salts 
called nitrates for fertilizing the soil, 
and of the lowly but extremely use- 
ful plant called the soy bean, which 
where sowed bring’s the nitrate in- 
to the soil. The follower of Christ 
is worth neither his salt nor his 
name if he does not so conduct him- 
self in personal virtue as well as in 
endeavor, that wherever he is set 


down he acts as a channel of grace 
to all his surroundings. 


He need not be a pretentious per- 
son for that. But he does need to 
be a modest little soy plant of a 
laboratory in which God’s grace is 


first drawn in and digested for his — 
own upbuilding, and then, when he | 


has learned to absorb the grace of | 


God, and fruitfully uses prayer, 


Mass, and sacrament as well as every 
good and pious work that adds to his . 
spiritual growth, then he will be ac- - 
cumulating reserves of spiritual in- - 
fluence that are bound to affect ; 


those about him. That is one of ° 


the interactions in the communion 


' 


: 


of saints and in the Mystical Body. . 


A Christian and particularly a 


q 


Tertiary must regard himself as put ; 


on the spot wherever he is with such 


i 


responsibility for the area about ; 


him. 


no call for God to elevate us from 


the rank of plain weeds to that of : 
useful plants; no call for God to give } 
us the privilege of Mother Church’s 


special blessing as members of an 
order. Our Christian and Tertiary 
vocation is a demand, a challenge to 
us, to excel in appreciating the 


If we are to be no more than | 
other plants where we are, there is } 


l 
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J 
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grace of God. We meet that chal- - 


lenge, or we deserve to be disowned 
by our Lord. 


2. Our Lord further enforces the 
thought that his followers must bear 
fruit and be a benefit to others, 


when he compares them to a light. . 
You are the light of the world. You | 
Such 


are a city set on a mountain. 
a city, for good or for evil, will be 
seen; and such a light is not put 


under cover, but on a stand, and all 


| 
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the room about has the benefit of it. 
And here the point is that the city 
and the light be a correct and good 
influence. What is seen about the 
city, what is taken in where the light 
is thrown, all that must be such that 
people are edified by it, are led to 
do likewise, and in that way glorify 
God, our common father in Heaven. 


If through a life of grace you are 
to become the salt of the earth, you, 
who have the special vocation of be- 
ing Christians and religious in the 
world, must also seek to bless your 
environs by being a good example. 
Two things, however, go to the good 
example: the good life, and, as an 
indispensable key to it, the good 
light of the holy Faith. 


Rarely will you find anybody rise 
in conduct above his ideals, his in- 
spirations. Never will you find a 
man like St. Francis, inspired to go 
all out for God and neighbor and in 
turn inspiring others, unless the 
Faith left us by Christ is vigorously 
alive to his mind. For the Faith 
was given us not only as a set of 
commandments and prohibitions, but 
too and above all as a system of 
holy truths which once admitted call 
for a certain reaction in our conduct 
dictated by sacred propriety. We 
do not appreciate our Faith until, 
like St. Francis, we know and com- 
ply with that propriety. It is to 
see that holy propriety carried out 
that God gave us the light of the 
Faith. 


The Christian thus has the duty 
to study his Faith prayerfully, with 
a view to making the best use of its 
light. The Tertiary particularly 
must distinguish himself as Francis 
did, for deep understanding of his 
Faith to its last conclusions. To 
him people must be able to look up 
and say: Thus should the follower 
of Christ live; his life is getting to 
be more and more like that of St. 
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Francis, he sees so fully what should 
be done and he does it so whole- 
heartedly. 

Thus does the Christian, the Ter- 
tiary, achieve the purpose for which 
God lit the light of Faith in him. 
Then the light is not hid under a 
bushel measure. 


2. Thorough Conversion 


Salt of the earth through a vitaliz- 
ing life of grace, light of the world 
by means of a lively faith and the 
conduct that should go with it: that 
is the vocation and mission of the 
convinced Christian and Tertiary for 
the world about him. To leave no 
doubt that our faith and life must 
act as an apostolate for Christ, that 
therefore we must strive to excel in 
sincere employment of the Faith, 
our Lord goes on to say: ‘Unless 
your justice exceeds that of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, you shall not 
enter the kingdom of Heaven.” 


1. The Scribes and Pharisees 
were people that prided themselves 
on being children of God’s covenant. 
Yet all their endeavor lay in certain 
exact external observances which 
were largely of their own construc- 
tion, while about the deeper and 
holier implications of the covenant 
with Abraham they did not bother, 
indeed they sought to get away from 
them and nullify them on one pre- 
text or another. 

Our Lord cautions his disciples 
that names and labels mean nothing 
before God. There is no merit be- 
fore him in our being called to any 
special place in the world or in the 
Church. The calling is all of his 
bestowing; it is his mercy and good- 
ness to us, not our merit. And be- 
cause it is such mercy and goodness 
on his part, we deserve less at his 
hands, we shall be called the least 
in Heaven, unless it becomes our en- 
deavor to bring out his pleasure and 
will to the full in our life. “Do not 
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think,” he says “that I have come 
to destroy the Law or the Prophets. 
I have not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil.” It is he that carries out his 
principles to the full and so gives the 
world the lesson and example of 
them, that shall be called great in 
Heaven. 


If there was merit above others 
in the life of St. Francis, if there 
was any purpose in his founding the 
order of which you are privileged 
by God to be members, that merit 
and purpose lay in fuller compliance 
with the teachings of our holy Faith. 
The people about St. Francis were 
Christians; they were even making 
great sacrifices, as in the Crusades, 
to make the Christian name re- 
spected and to extend its power over 
the infidel Saracens. And yet that 
was a time of which it is well said 
that Divine charity had grown cold. 
And yet Francis called the Third 
Order the Order of Penance, the 
order, that is, of the change of heart 
—as one speaks of sinners turning 
from sin and love of the world to 
give themselves up more fully to 
God and to his love and his cause. 


How does that stack up — ap- 
parent great endeavors for the Faith 
and yet no love of God, yet the need 
of a movement which should turn 
the hearts of people back to God? 


The explanation is quite simple. 
There is room for and danger of 
grievous, Pharisee-like self-decep- 
tion in matters of religion and piety. 
It is so easy to mistake certain ex- 
ternal activities, certain pious prac- 
tices as great virtue and active re- 
ligion when, if a certain true test is 
applied, the whole structure col- 
lapses like a punctured balloon and 
shows it up to be the false thing it 
is. 


That test was applied to the 
Scribes and Pharisees when they 
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were faced with acknowledging the 
Divine authority of the person from 
lowly Nazareth, the carpenter’s Son; 
it was applied more particularly 
when our Savior had to take them 
to task for misleading and scanda- 


lizing the people away from the love. 


and service of God. ‘They did not 
stand the test. They went so far in 
the falseness of their virtue and 
their real lack of Divine love that 


they eventually crucified our Lord, ~ 


their Lord and God. 


2. St. Francis acted on the prin- 
ciple that if virtue and religion shall 
be true love of God as they should 
be, then they must stand the test of 
humble submissiveness to Divine au- 
thority as it faces us in the Church 
and in the Divine truths as she lays 
them down to us. If we are serving 
God and not just gratifying our van- 
ity and whims, then we will go 
through with our virtue also when 
we are faced with unpleasant truths 
of the Faith and unpleasant situa- 
tions arising from them. Not God 
and his cause, but we are wrong in 
such cases, so it behooves us to make 
our conduct comply. Else we shall 
have sin, even mortal sin and separ- 
ation from God, while we imagine 
we are loving God. 


That is what that very first ar- 
ticle of your rule implies: If you 
have caught the spirit of your order 
as the Order of Conversion to God, 
then prove true your spirit of Di- 
vine love above all by tried fidelity 
in the practice of the Catholic Faith 
and in loyalty to the Roman Church 
and the Apostolic See, indeed to all 
rightful authority. We shall have 
occasion to fall back on this thought. 


Meanwhile, God give us a heart 
that is meek and humble, like the 
heart of his Divine Son. 


~ 


Eo 
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THE GENERAL WELFARE 


MY BROTHER'S KEEPER? 


BY FR. PHILIP en 
M. (5) 


The Second of a Series of Conferences on Social Leadership 


THE TENDENCY TODAY IN MANY 
quarters is to flee all responsibility. 
There is a growing class of people 
who shirk vital obligations. So it is 
no small wonder that interest in the 
common good is bogging down. It 
is up to members of the Third Order 
to revive a sense of regard for the 
general welfare and to cultivate it 
to the pitch of a virtue. For indeed 
it is a virtue, despite the fact that 
few today recognize it as such. 


1. Your Rule and the General Welfare 


1. St. Francis in founding his 
Third Order of Penance was much 
concerned about the common good. 
Ii was his practice to say as a greet- 
ing, Pax et Bonum, meaning, Peace 
and Welfare. With this greeting 
he endeavored to sow the seeds of a 
consciousness: of the general weal 
and to show his desire to bring this 
blessing to all men. 


He left a comfortable home and a 
jolly group of friends to promote the 
common good. Through the cen- 
turies he has inspired thousands to 
imitate his example. Although the 
primary end of his Third Order is 
the sanctification of its members, 
its secondary object necessarily is 
and has always been the social up- 
lift of the community. Tertiaries 
with no social interest in their fel- 
low Tertiaries and their fellow mem- 
bers of Society in general, are not 
worthy to wear the habit of the 
patron of lepers and the poor, Fran- 
cis of Assisi. 

The rule of the Third Order was 
written in the spirit of Holy Scrip- 
ture, with which St. Francis was 
very familar. It was penned with 
such sayings of St. Paul in mind as, 
“Not seeking what is profitable to 


myself but to the many” (1 Cor. 10, 
33), and, “I became all things to all 
men, that I might save all” # Cor. 
9, 22). 


We find the same spirit running 
through all the writings of St. Fran- 
cis. An example in point is found 
in his paraphrase of the Our Fa- 
ther. Under the petition, “Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in Heaven,” 
he writes: “That we may love our 
neighbor even as ourselves, draw- 
ing to the best of our power all to 
thy love, rejoicing in the good of 
others as in our own, and compas- 
sionating them in troubles and giv- 
ing offense to no one.” 


2. In chapter two article nine of 
the rule we have this very pertinent 
prescription: “Let them earnestly 
maintain the spirit of charity among 
themselves and towards others. Let 
them strive to heal discord wherever 
they can.” This is a clearcut com- 
mand for the Tertiaries to take an 
active hand in the social field. The 
precept is not restrictive. It is 
quite general and will not cramp 
anyone’s ideals or _ inspirations. 
That is one of the reasons we have 
the vast variety of social activity 
carried on by the sons and daugh- 
ters of the Poverello. 


The great Tertiary Pope Leo XIII, 
who revised the Third Order rule, 
wrote on one occasion to Cardinal 
Gibbons: ‘There is a universal law 
whereby God in his Divine provi- 
dence has decreed that almost in 
every case human beings are to be 
saved through other human beings.” 
No doubt it was this thought which 
made Pope Leo enter the above men- 
tioned article nine in the rule. For, 
all social work performed by Catho- 
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lics should embrace the spiritual 
betterment and final salvation of 
those concerned. 

A Tertiary can never be like Cain 
of old and ask: “Am I my brother’s 
keeper?” (Gen. 4, 19). He truly is 
bound to be his brother’s keeper. 
No precept of the rule binds under 
sin unless it at the same time falls 
under the commandments of God or 
the Church. But a Tertiary can sin 
by omission. Sins of omission arise 
from sloth, neglect, or selfishness, 
which put one in danger of hearing 
the final curse of Christ: ‘Depart 
from me, accursed ones, into ever- 
lasting fire.... For I was hungry, 
and you did not give me to eat; I 
was thirsty, and you gave me no 
drink; I was.a stranger, and you did 
not take me in; naked, and you did 
not clothe me; sick, and in prison, 
and you did not visit me” (Mt. 25, 
41). 


2. Individual Tertiaries and the General 
Welfare 


The record of Tertiaries in the so- 
cial field is one to be envied. Where 
they have been true to their rule, 
they will never hear the above con- 
demnation directed at them. In the 
spirit of ‘““Peace and Welfare” of St. 
Francis they have carried on a tre- 
mendous social program. 


1. One such Tertiary was BI. Se- 
bastian of Aparicio. His ninety- 
eight years of life were spent for 
the general welfare of his fellow 
men. God even miraculously pre- 
served his life, foreseeing how 
marvelously Sebastian would use his 
life for others. 

Born in the year 1502, Sebastian 
was laid low by a pestilential disease 
when he was twelve years old. His 
good mother carried him to a small 
hut away from their modest farm- 
house, that the health of his sisters 
and brothers would not be en- 
dangered. While Sebastian was a- 
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lone there, God sent a wolf, which 
bit open the diseased spot, and Se- 
bastian quickly regained his health. 


Once he reached manhood, he left 
home to work for his family. In 
this way he saw to it that his sisters 
had dowries for marriage. Finally, 
assailed by temptations from women, 
Sebastian left his native Spain for 
Mexico. He settled at Puebla de los 
Angeles and did agricultural work | 
and road-building. He was so en- 
terprising that his work soon made 
him wealthy. As he had helped his 
family, he now assisted strangers. 


The money as well as his services 
were spent for others. He taught 
the natives how to make plows and 
wagons. He saw the great need of 
roads to help the farmers carry their 
produce to distant city markets. 
Sebastian set to work at once. He 
cut roads through the forests. The — 
main highway from the mountain 
city of Zacatecas to Mexico City is_ 
his work and is still in use today. 
As he plowed the fields of his neigh- 
bors free of charge in his early days 
in Mexico, so he now gave the poor 
free transportation in his con- 
veyances. 


Large sums of his money were 
spent in freeing prisoners that were 
held because of unpaid debts. Hun- 
dreds of orphans and poor received 
food from his hands, and many a 
poor but virtuous girl was given a 
start in life from him. His name 
became synonymous with charity 
and social uplift. He was one of 
the most highly respected men in all | 
Mexico. His word too did much to 
settle disputes and animosities. 


Among his selfish acquaintances 
were such as tried to marry their 
daughters off to him, thinking he 
might die soon and leave his fortune 
te their family. At last he did mar- 
ry a young woman from among the 
poor, and lived in virginity with her. 
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When she died shortly afterwards, 
he married again, living with his 
second wife in the same perfect con- 
tinence. It too was a short mar- 
ried life, as she was prematurely 
called by God. 


Seized with a desire to do more 
for God and his fellow men, Se- 
bastian gave his entire fortune to 
the poor. When this happy task 
was done, he donned the habit of the 
Third Order and gave personal ser- 
vice at the Franciscan friary. Such 
personal service for God and the 
poor is something the world needed 
at his time and needs today. Many 
people do not mind writing out a 
check for the poor, but they do not 
relish the idea of serving the poor. 


Years of this service won for Se- 
bastian even a greater vocation. He 
joined the Franciscan order as a lay 
brother at the advanced age of 
seventy-one years. God gave him 
the grace to spend twenty-seven 
years asalay brother. He who had 
given money freely to the poor, now 
was appointed questor for the fri- 
ary. This task of collecting alms 
he carried on cheerfully till the end 
of his life. It was a service to 
others, and he regarded it as the 
greatest duty he could perform. 


2. It was natural that such a 
thoroughgoing Franciscan life for 
Christ and others would merit Se- 
bastian many graces. He achieved 
a high degree of sanctity. 


God often sent angels to his help. 
They brought him food, lit up the 
dark roadway, sheltered him from 
rain, entertained him with song, and 
on one occasion saved him from 
falling over a steep precipice. This 
angelic care realized the Scriptural 
phrase: “He has given his angels 
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charge over thee, lest thou shalt 
dash thy foot against a stone.” 


Not only the angels served Se- 
bastian, but the animals as well. 


Sebastian wanted to render service 


to all, and God in turn made higher 
and lower nature serve him. As in 
the case of St. Francis before him, 
the animals understood and loved 
him. The stories of Sebastian and 
the animals are many, and remind 
one of the Wolf of Gubbio. To cite 
but one: On a layover in Puebla the 
saint left his cart loaded with grain 
on theroad. The following morning 
he noticed that a horde of ants were 
very busy carrying away all they 
could manage. He commanded them 
to stop the stealing and return all 
the ill-gotten goods. As the story 
goes, they returned every grain. 


With all his work for others, ever 
mindful of the general welfare, Se- 
bastian never neglected his spiritual 
sanctification. He practiced many 
acts of penance, and always had to 
fight off fierce attacks from Satan. 
His full Catholic life won for him 
special grace from God. His sanc- 
tity never waned but waxed 
stronger as time went on, and it has 
been recognized officially by the 
Church. His feast is celebrated on 
February twenty-fifth. There is 
good hope that he will be declared 
a saint and the patron of public car- 
riers. 


Blessed Sebastian really devel- 
oped his efforts for the general wel- 
fare into a supernatural virtue. He 
is one of the many followers of St. 
Francis that hold out the torch to 
you. Pray to him and ask him to 
assist you in your resolve to have 
a virtuous regard for the common 
good. 6 


Flattery is an anesthetic used at times by certain experts before performing an 
operation on the most sensitive part of man — his purse! — Exchange. ® 
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ACTION TODAY 
A page on points of Catholic Action, by Fr. Philip Marquard O.F.M. (5) 


AT THIS WRITING THE CATHOLICS 
of the country are carrying on a na- 
tionwide canned goods drive. It is 
a united Catholic Action project. 
The bishops have called upon their 
faithful to do this vital action, and 
the response is tremendous. It is 
eloquent of the trust and loyalty of 
the faithful toward their bishops. 


All through the war we prayed 
for a just and a lasting peace. The 
work is not yet done. This canned 
goods is just the beginning of the 
work. Our bishops have sounded 
the keynote by calling all Catholics 
to action. The people of Europe 
must be saved from starving. But 
is it only starvation? 


Due to the chaos in Europe, people 
are not only starving but despairing. 
As true Christians we must show 
that we hold no enmity towards 
them, but are willing and anxious to 
see them on their feet again. In 
this way we can lessen the nation- 
alistic hatreds which keep them di- 
vided from us and among them- 
selves, and urge them to work for 
mutual peace. 


To achieve this aim, means sac- 
rifice. Tertiaries should lead the 
way in striving to get along with 
necessities while they give of their 
superfluities. The tendency now is 
to spend more if you earn more. It 
should rather be to give more if you 
earn more. 


This present canned goods drive 
will never solve Europe’s problems. 
But it will help. Other drives must 
follow it. They must be of a public 
and a private nature. Fraternities 
can and should conduct their own 
drives, or support others. 


During the war one neighborhood 
block in Chicago organized a club 
for the servicemen of the block. It 


was called Supporters for Victory. 
With one street party the club raised 
over four thousand dollars. Every 
serviceman was given a fifty-dollar 
war bond from this fund. Besides, 
he received special gifts on his birth- 
day, on Christmas, and on Easter. 
The members of this club enjoyed 
the work. As they put it: It was a 
lot of work, yet we enjoyed it. 

Such clubs have to be duplicated 
today. Some of the former zest will 
be wanting, no doubt. Heretofore 
the incentive sprang from patrio- 
tism, pity for the servicemen, and 
blood relationship. Those  senti- 
ments will now, in the main, be lack- 
ing. Today the incentive must come 
from true Christian virtue or at 
least of humanitarianism. 

It is the duty of Tertiaries to in- 
spire the virtuous spirit and he 
leaders in diffusing it. This is not 
too difficult an assignment. A small 
group of Tertiary women out West 
were an inspiration in their com- 
munity. They rated nationwide 
publicity. Not that we should look 
for such recognition, but the wider 
such undertakings are known, the 
more chance they have of catching 
fire elsewhere. 


Instance too the work of Pauline 
Jaricot, Dominican Tertiary. She 
was a sick woman, pretty harmless 
looking. Yet witness the mighty 
Society of the Propagation of the 
Faith today. It issued from her 
gentle little hand, and is working 
wonders in every diocese in the 
world. 


So you need not be frightened at 
the enormity of the task before you. 
You cannot feed all the mouths of 
Europe. No, but your example may 
ignite a conflagration that will. Do 
the best you can, and God will as- 
sure the rest. ® 
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TRICKS OF THE TRADE 
A page on Self-training to Duty, by Fr. Fabian Merz O.F.M. (5) 


EVERY TRADE HAS ITS TRICKS. IN 
putting out his products, every 
tradesman through practice learns 
tricks to make his product better, 
faster, more easily. 


There is one trade in which all of 
us are engaged — the trade of self- 
training. We may find the product 
is tough, difficult to form, stubborn. 
Yet everyone can do it. 


To make the job easier to do and 
better at the finish, isouraim. The 
flaws we shall find by comparing 
the product with the standards for 
it in the Ten Commandments. 


One of the most common difficul- 
ties met with in the First Command- 
ment is: Father, I cannot pray. 


Prayer consists in keeping the 
mind with God or his heavenly 
friends. Usually we do not find it 
difficult to think devotedly of a 
person if we like him or at least 
if we have things of interest in com- 
mon. 


Now, could the trouble be that we 
do not have the same interests as 
God or the saints? As I look 
through my day, do I find that our 
Savior would not be the least bit 
interested in any of the things a- 
bout which I think? Maybe if I 
changed my interest a bit, I could 
meet God more on his line of 
thought. 


Don’t you like to talk over your 
troubles with a friend? Maybe you 
say a few Our Fathers and Hail 
Marys to be rid of your troubles. 
But did you ever really take God 
into your confidence? Did you ever 
talk over those troubles with him, 
express your fears, propose your 
plans, ask for advice? 


“That will do a lot of good!’ 


Yes, it will! You will be surprised 
at the answers you get. If you are 
sincere, such talking it over with 
God halves your sorrows and fears. 


The trick in this case is to talk to 
God as you would to the best friend 
you have. That he is. 


Your difficulty often is due to 
formalism; you think you must use 
certain written prayers, say some- 
thing from a prayer book, or some- 
thing you learned in school. What 
the saintly Curé of Ars considered 
one of the best prayers ever said in 
his church, was the prayer of the 
laborer who paid the Blessed Sacra- 
ment a visit after work and was 
usually so tired that he just sat 
there; but he did like to be with 
Jesus. So spouse loves to be in the 
presence of spouse, though they 
have nothing much to talk about. 


Ordinarily the trouble is just the 
opposite, and the trick likewise. You 
have a hard time keeping your mind 
ou God. You go to Mass without 
benefit of book, rosary, or a settled 
mind; that way you often wonder 
whether you have even heard Mass. 
Never go to church without some 
aid, preferably a prayer book. May- 
be you feel all ready for a good heart 
to heart talk, yet when you arrive, 
your heart drops out. Yes, the 
read prayer has value. When you 
do not feel like praying, make your- 
self use a book; then you can be 
sure you are praying to please God 
and not just to suit your mood. 


One trick you must never forget. 
Make yourself say your regular 
prayers whether you feel like it or 
not. Stick to the trade, and some 
day again you will “feel” that you 
like it. Till then, pray for God’s 
sake alone, ® 
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FRATERNITY DISTRICT MEETINGS 
A page on Fraternity Administration, by Fr. Conrad Polzer O.F.M. (10) 


IN LARGE FRATERNITIES, WHERE 
members attend from several par- 
ishes, it has proved helpful to intro- 
duce separate meetings in parishes 
where there are at least fifty mem- 
bers to warrant a sizable attendance. 
Promoter meetings might be a more 
correct term. for these local gather- 
ings, since their object is to pro- 
mote not only membership, but al- 
so the injunction: In their daily life 
let them strive to lead others by 
good example and to promote prac- 
tices of piety and good works. How- 
ever, since some parish groups in- 
clude adjacent units where mem- 
bers are few in number, the term 
“district’”’ is more applicable. 

Bearing in mind that such district 
meetings may not supplant the gen- 
eral fraternity meeting prescribed 
by the rule, the first step is to sell 
the idea to the local pastor, to secure 
an open night during the month in 
one of the parish meeting rooms for 
the interested local Third Order 
group—interested, because in some 
instances it is as much of a problem 
to interest the local members in said 
project as it is to persuade the local 
pastor for necessary time and loca- 
tion. 

With both these preliminary hur- 
dles crossed, the next step is to se- 
lect a competent officer and secre- 
tary to carry out the intended pro- 
gram. This too may prove a task; 
the most gifted are usually so busy 
in other parochial activities or do- 
mestic duties. In some parishes 
many a personal interview, tele- 
phone call and the like may be ne- 
cessary before the objective is rea- 
lized. 

The majority of local pastors are 
willing to cooperate even to the point 
of being personally present, or hay- 
ing one of the assistants give the 
address. The address should be 
Franciscan in content; so, each dis- 


trict is instructed to subscribe for 
THE Forum for each spiritual mo- 
derator, to supply him with ample 
material. If a spiritual moderator 
is not present, the district officer or 
secretary fills in by selecting one of 
the subjects suggested at the 
monthly district officers’ meeting. 
Where the local clergy has taken an 
active interest, the district program 
has achieved outstanding results, 
even developing into a separate par- 
ish fraternity. 

But unless a district is staffed 
with the right officers, little pro- 
gress will be made regardless of how 
zealous the spiritual moderator may 
be. Personality, self-sacrifice, fa- 
cility of expression, and tact in deal- 
ing with members are indispensable 
for efficient leadership. 

No meeting should last too long 
or be too short; approximately an 
hour and a half should suffice to 
cover essentials with time remain- 
ing for a social. The latter feature 
may not seem important, but when 
the spiritual and business. phase of 
the meeting is mixed with a dose of 
Franciscan cheer, it usually results 
in better and more regular .attend- 
ance, particularly as the rule puts 
no obligation on the members to 
sacrifice an extra evening. 

The meeting can be arranged to 
include all three phases, spiritual, 
business, and social, with the follow- 
ing program: 8:00 — minutes; spir- 
itual reading from THE Forum. 
&:15 — reports of committee, new 
business. 8:30 — address by spir- 
itual moderator from THE FORUM. 
8:45 — question box on matters 
Franciscan or religious in general. 
9:00 — social, cards, bunco, or other 
entertainment, followed by lunch- 
eon. 

Compline in the vernacular is a 
fitting conclusion. @ 
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: THE PHILOSOPHY OF THE BIGGEST 
A page on phases of Public Life, by Field Secretary Carl Bauer. 


It IS NOT ALWAYS EASY TO DIS- 
cover the relationship of abstract 
ideas to the development of institu- 
tions. 


Few writers understand this bet- 
ter than Wyndham Lewis, an artist 
philosopher, who has been called 
“the greatest political theorist and 
observer since Machiavelli.” The 
tribute was duly qualified on the oc- 
casion by the remark that whereas 
Machiavelli took revenge on society, 
Lewis is dedicating his genius to a- 
wakening the plain man to the pre- 
sent diseased condition of Society. 


After service in the first world 
war, Lewis settled in London to pur- 
sue a career in creative art. He 
found the career extremely difficult 
and decided to find out why it 
should be so. A study of the art, 
science and philosophy of the last 
four centuries convinced him that 
because the men of our time are pre- 
occupied with the dynamic aspects 
of reality to the exclusion of the 
static or eternal truths, our society 
and many of its institutions are 
hestile to art, to reason, and to life. 


Hostility to life is readily seen in 
the great wars of this century; but 
it is evident too in the modern fam- 
ily with its declining birth rate. 


Hostility to reason is evident in 
many of our economic institutions. 
An example which Lewis singles out 
for special attention, is advertising. 


Advertising, he remarks, is the 
exaltation of the marvelous and un- 
usual; likewise of the scientifically 
untrue. The spirit of advertising 
lives in the trance or dream world 
of the hypnotist. It is a world of 
the impossible. 


Lewis traces the theoretic expres- 
sion of advertising to the psychology 


of William James. All idea of a 
true value is banished from the life 
of the great majority of people liv- 
ing in the heart of an advertising 
zone, such as any great modern city, 
when this psychology becomes em- 
bodied in modern commercial adver- 
tising. As he says among other 
things: 


“In the world of advertisement, 
Coué-fashion, everything that hap- 
pens today is better, bigger, bright- 
er, more astounding than anything 
that has ever existed before. The 
psychology that is required of the 
public to absorb this belief in the 
marvelous one and only ... is a very 
rudimentary one indeed ... For the 
essence of this living-in-the-moment 
and for-the-moment, submission to 
a giant close-up of a moment, is to 
banish all individuaal continuity. 
You must, for a perfect response to 
this instantaneous suggestion, be 
the perfect sensationalist. Your 
personality must have been chopped 
down to an extremely low level of 
purely reactionary life. Otherwise 
you are of no use to the advertiser. 
If there were many like you, he 
would soon be put out of business.” 
(Cf. Time and Western Man, by 
Wyndham Lewis, p. 13.) 


Advertising, like other key insti- 
tutions, exercises a continuous in- 
fluence, a more or less feverish and 
confused influence, and with its 
tendency to destroy all sense of 
values, it is one of the institutions 
of our time which is contributing 
to a subtle asphyxiation of the Ca- 
tholic sense. Chiefly for that rea- 
son it is greatly in need of moral 
renovation. All pressure, by the in- 
dividual and by institutions through 
the action of sensible individuals, 
should be brought to bear on that 
reformation. ® 
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THE SUPERNATURAL LIFE 


The Spiritual Life in brief chats, by Fr. Juvenal Emanuel O.F.M. (5) 


WE DO NOT SEE IT, BUT WE KNOW 
what air is. We know that it is 
everywhere and that without it we 
cannot breathe and live. We do not 
see the soul, but we know what it is, 
a spirit. We know that it is in 
every part of our body, and that 
without it we cannot move and live. 


There is something else we have 
but cannot see, our supernatural 
life. We mean to learn what this 
supernatural life is and what it does 
for us; without it we are spiritually 
dead. 


The President is a human being as 
we are. But he has something we 
do not have. He holds the office of 
President. He had no right to it 
till it was given to him by the vote 
of the people. We have something 
that not all people have, supernatur- 
allife. Wehad no right toit. God 
gave it to us as a gift. The Presi- 
dent must be elected. God gives us 
supernatural life in Baptism. If 
after Baptism we lose it through 
mortal sin, it is restored to us in the 
sacrament of Penance. 


Suppose your parents promise you 
a hundred dollars if you graduate 
with honor. The only way to get 
that money, to which you have no 
right at all, is to fulfil the condition. 
If you fail to pass the graduation 
tests, you forfeit the money and you 
have only yourself to blame. God 
gives supernatural life to those who 
observe the conditions set down by 
him. Those who fail to live up to 
these conditions, do not have super- 
natural life or they lose it, and they 
have only themselves to blame. 


As long as we remain good citi- 
zens, we retain all the rights and 
privileges of citizens. Some people 
foolishly lose their citizenship 
though they continue to live. But 


think of all that they lose with the 
loss of their citizenship. 

So can we live on without super- 
natural life, which makes us citizens 
of Heaven. But if we do not have 
supernatural life, we suffer a ter- 
rible loss of rights and blessings. 
Though we have no right to super- 
natural life, yet once we have it and 
keep it, we do have a right to Heav- 
en after death, and to merits for — 
Heaven while we are on earth. 


If you have a chance, drop in at a 
florist’s. See what care he gives 
the plants, what pains he takes to 
condition the soil, to regulate the 
temperature, to keep away destroy- 
ing insects. He knows he cannot 
get a full-blossomed, gorgeous rose 
from a scrubby bush. He knows 
that a healthy, hardy bush has to 
grow from a healthy, hardy sprout. 
He knows too that he can not well 
change a full-grown, sickly plant 
into a healthy plant. That is why 
he gives the young plants such at- 
tention. Supernatural life is like a 
flower planted by God in the soil of 
the soul through Baptism. It is a 
tiny seed in the ground. But as the 
child grows, the seed begins to 
sprout and develop. That is the 
time when it needs special care. 


There is a certain disease of 
plants called blight. It causes the 
plants to wither, and it stops their 
growth. The blight that withers 
the plant of supernatural life, is sin. 
Sin therefore not only offends God 
but also hurts our supernatural life. — 
Mortal sin destroys it. Venial sin 
makes it sickly and scrubby.  In- 
sects can also do much harm to 
plants unless kept away. Bad com- 
panions are like insects. If we do 
not keep them away, they will harm 
and stunt the growth of our super- 
natural life by leading us to sin. 
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You have seen plants shrivel up 
from want of water and nourish- 
‘ment. A young plant will wither 
Bonet than a grown up plant. To 
grow strong and healthy, the plant 
of supernatural life also needs nour- 
ishment. The best nourishment is 
that which God himself has pre- 
pared for it, Holy Communion. 


BOOKS 
AND WHAT’S IN THEM 


DoN LUIGI STURZO CONTRIBUTES 
the deep-end philosophy referred to 
in our title, in Spiritual Problems of 
Our Times (Longmans, $2.00). The 
problems, as Don Sturzo sees them, 
are bound up with the modern man’s 
Quest of the Truth and his Quest of 
the Good. Hence the two parts of 
the book. The first part aims to 
provoke reflection on the manner in 
which we arrive at a knowledge of 
God; it is the author’s contention 
that we must strike a proper balance 
between emphasis on logical proof 
and on intuition, both having their 
places in bringing home to the seek- 
er his responsibility to a personal 
Supreme Being who is both a merci- 
ful Father and one that has revealed 
himself to man. On the other hand, 
arrival at the truth imperatively 
calls for compliance of conduct. 
The author assumes that his reader 
knows or at least wishes to know 
about God, although he trusts that 
the book may awaken also in the 
disbeliever a desire for truth and 
true goodness. ® 


Father Aloysius Roche 8S. J., in 
Between Ourselves (Longmans, $2- 
.00) takes occasion from homely 
everyday experiences to read his 
readers a homily on clearing out of 
life some of the litter of thought 
and fact that weakens our grasp on 
the truth and its consequences. He 
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Children above all need this nourish- 
ment when they reach the age of 
reason, because the plant of super- 
natural life is still so tender. 


A young, healthy, hardy plant 
well cultivated, protected, and nour- 
ished, will blossom out into a beau- 
tiful flower. 6 


LEADERS 
MUST BE READERS 


addresses himself expressly to the 
man in the street, at the same time 
that he assumes his man to be a well 
read man, equipped with intelligence 
as well as good will. A wealth of 
allusion and instances from history, 
art, and modern psychology is 
brought to bear on the illustration 
of Christian principles, along with 
homely incident and a style that is 
fluent, humorous and engaging. A 
very good piece for the Catholic 
leader, be he layman or clergyman. ® 


Fr. Kilian Hennrich O.F.M. Cap. 
is well known to our readers for his 
down-to-the-earth interpretation of 
Catholic doctrine as _ affecting 
Christian life. A new book by him 
is Forming a Christian Mentality 
(Wagner, $2.35). Point of depar- 
ture is the thought that so many 
present-day influences are radically 
destructive of faith and morals, so 
that it behooves the Christian, es- 
pecially the youth, to begin life for- 
tified with the truths of the Faith 
and safely carried over his course 
by due integration into the Liturgy. 
No startling originality of style and 
viewpoint marks (or should one say 
mars?) the presentation, which pur- 
sues unswervingly its one purpose of 
explaining, illustrating, and adapt- 
ing to life the elementary truths of 
the Catechism. The second part 
gives a valuable comprehensive ex- 
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planation of the Liturgy for the 
year, as a guide to Catholic living 
and entering into the mind of the 
Church. ® 


A slender volume is Be Ye Per- 
fect, by William Butterfield, D.D., 
Ph. D. (Burns Oates). Only eigh- 
ty pages, but offering a complete 
outline of the spiritual life, includ- 
ing nature and ideal of perfection, 
purification from imperfection, posi- 
tive means and ways of advance- 
ment, and means and ways for parti- 
cular needs and circumstances. Of 
peculiar merit are the brevity of the 
treatment and the surveyable ar- 
rangement of the material, making 
for ready grasp and fixation. The 
book is well recommended for use 
by religious, by spiritual societies 
and Catholic Action groups, as well 
as by confessor and penitent. i) 


For the priest, there is The Priest 
of the Fathers, by Father Heston 
C.S.C. (Bruce, $2.50), a rich and 
fruitful presentation of the Fathers’ 
views on the priest’s relation to God, 
to the people, and to his own sancti- 
fication. The book is not a mere 
anthology of passages under various 
heads, but a systematic and con- 
nected discussion of the priestly 
ideal supported by continued cita- 
tion and quotation of relevant passa- 
ges, the sources being accurately 
and severally noted in a special sec- 
tion of the book. <A fitting presen- 
tation volume. ® 


A new edition of Heroes of the 
Cross, by Fr. Marion Habig O.F.M., 
is just off St. Anthony Guild Press 
($2.50). The factual record of the 
holy men who died for the faith on 
our soil appears revised, with a few 
emendations and certain fine illus- 
trations. But above all there ig an 
addition of ten chapters totaling 75 
pages. One of the new chapters is 
entitled An American Martyrology. 
It comprises a numerated chronolo- 
gical list, with names and data of 
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116 priests and religious who met 
death at violent hands in the service} 
of the Faith within the boundaries 
of present United States. Another} 
of the added chapters supplies fur 
ther data on protomortyr Fr. John 
de Padilla O.F.M., the author ac 
cepting central Kansas as the site off 


beatification of our 
martyrs pending, the book should 
find more and more devoted readers 


No. 2 of the publications of tha 
Franciscan Institute, St. Bonaven= 
ture College, St. Bonaventure N. Y., 
has put in its appearance. 
sent publication, 
Boehner O.F.M., 
lishing an accurate text of Ockham’ 
Tractatus de Predestinatione et dd 
Praescientia Dei et de Futuris Con~ 
tingentibus, and to a discussion of 
problems connected with the Tract~ 
atus. There is a brief introduction 
on previous texts (apparently tha 
only previous printed text dates 
from 1496) and on the authenticity) 
of the work. Then follows the criti-) 
cal text of Father Boehner with cur+ 
rent footnotes. In approaching the! 
incidental problems, the author first! 
offers certain precautionary defini~ 
tions and statements, then goes on 
to a discussion of the main theses of 
the treatise and then specially tc 
the problems of a three valued log~ 
ic” as found in Ockham. Five rele 
vant treatises, three by Ockham, one 
by Peter Aureoli, and one by Grego-~ 
ry of Rimini, are dealt with as ap~ 
pendixes, completing the book of XI 
plus 189 pages. Father on 
present: the work as a contribution 
toward a better evaluation of the 
Scholasticism of the fourteenth “ite 
tury, redressing a century-old in 
justice and prejudice. 


The J. S. Paluch Company o 
Chicago are the publishers of a ver 
handy (4 by 714 inches) and wel 
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printed edition of the new Latin 
version of the Psalms. Headings 
and initial analyses are there, but by 
omitting the critical and exegetical 
notes, the edition presents an un- 
disturbed text. $1.00. @ 


Molders of Opinion, edited by 
David Bulman, is a series of lively 
sketches on fourteen well known 
American newscasters and commen- 
tators. The sketches appeared orig- 
inally in The Sign magazine, and are 
from the pens of authors eminent 
in their own right. It is well that 
the public should know the truth 
about the competency (or incom- 
petency!) of the men and women 
whom they permit to think for them 
and whose opinion they at times 
incline to take in despite of the deep 
orinciples involved, not seldom even 
fundamental Christian principles. 
Bruce. $1.75. 6 


Now and Forever, a first novel by 
Mary V. Jordan, tells the story of 
how Dr. Michael Murray was re- 
claimed to faith and _ salvation 
through the devotion of his desper- 
ately loyal wife. The author chose 
no easy assignment when she under- 
took to lead Michael and Madelon 
along the path of the delicate 
psychological and spiritual issues 
involved, Michael coming up from 
stubborn infidelity and total en- 
grossment with his profession, Mad- 
elon from convent life, for which it 
would appear she was less fitted but 
the good influence of which re- 
mained with her throughout life. 
On the whole the assignment is 
successfully managed, despite the 
difficult expedient of movie back- 
flashes adopted by the author to 
preserve technical unity of plot and 
scene. A point which appears less 
inoffensively managed is Madelon’s 
leaving the convent. And there is 
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the little slip of chicken sandwiches 
for a snack on Christmas eve! 
Bruce. $2.00. ® 


A number of Roman publications 
of recent months have become avail- 
able. 


Fr. Bernardin Barban O.F.M., 
commissary for the Third Order in 
Italy, is the author of two further 
volumes of conferences for Ter- 
tiaries, Seguiamo S. Francesco, and 
Sotto le insegne del Poverello — Let 
Us Follow St. Francis, and Under the 
Banners of the Poverello. The first 
volume tells in general of the nature, 
purpose and spirit of the Third Or- 
der, the second deals with the letter 
and spirit of the rule. Published by 
Commissariato Generale, Viale delle 
Mura Aurelie 9, Rome. © 


The Conventual Fathers of Rome 
have begun the publication of a 
Piccola Biblioteca Francescana (Lit- 
tle Franciscan Library). Two num- 
bers which have appeared, are by 
Fr. Leo Veuthey: La via crucis della 
vita interiore, and L’unione a 
Christo nell’ ascetica francescana 
(The Way of the Cross of the In- 
terior Life, and Union with Christ 
in Franciscan Asceticism). Pub- 
lished by Agenzia del Libro Catto- 
lico, Piazzo Ponte S. Angelo 28, 
Rome. ® 


Fr. Diomede Scaramuzzi O.F.M. is 
the author of a 1945 book, Attualita 
di S Bernardino da Siena (Timeliness 
of St. Bernardin), the book taking 
its cue from Pope Pius XII’s cen- 
tenary letter, where he expresses 
the wish that St. Bernardin might 
return to us with a revival of his 
teaching. The book is in the main 
historical, with many quotations 
from the saint’s sermons. Fran- 
cesco Ferrari publisher, Rome. ® 


Blessed are both the poor and the rich — if they have a heart of gold! With it 
they can do a lot of good to those in need. — Exchange. t 
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HEAD-LINED 


The Friars sometimes make head- 
lines—which is really nothing to be 
chesty about but it helps the cause. 


Fr. John Baptist Langlois and Br. 
Magloire Chabot of our Canadian 
brethren (24) made headlines in the 
New York Herald Tribune and in 
certain other organs of the public 
press when their converted LC 
barge put in at Pier 16, Hoboken, in 
December. 


Once a landing barge to put troops 
and tanks ashore in warfare, what 
is now the San Juan Baptista will 
serve to carry religion ashore up 
and down the Amazon headwaters 
in Peru. And just as much it will 
serve as a chapel for the natives of 
the jungle lands along shore. It is 
headed for the Peru mission of the 
Canadian Franciscans, in territory 
described to readers of THE FORUM 
in the story about Bishop Francis 
Irazola O.F.M. (November 1945 p. 
B20): 


In Fr. John Baptist’s plan the San 
Juan Baptista was loaded on a cargo 
ship to be conveyed to the mouth of 
the Amazon, where it will move 
under its own gasoline power up 
that mighty stream clear through 
Brazil and into northeastern Peru. 
There is it to go to work for God and 
the blessings of peace and human 
salvation rather than destruction. 
Fr. John Baptist, who has twenty- 
five years of mission experience to 
his credit, finds the plan entirely 
feasible; in spite of the crafts des- 
tination so far inland, the head- 
waters of the Amazon are capacious 
enough to accommodate this float- 
ing chapel and houseboat, with its 
fifty-five-foot length, its eighteen- 
foot beam or width, and its shallow 
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draft of three feet despite its being 
a forty-three-ton craft. 


With the craft goes the managing 
and missionary crew, consisting of 
Fr. John Baptist, Br. Magloire, 
machinist Leopold Brault and his 
wife Frances as practical nurse, 
Fr. John Baptist’s elderly sister Lu- 
cy as housekeeper, nurse and cate- 
chist, and Gerard Trudel as facto- 
tum. Fr. John Baptist himself is 
described as a jack-of-all-trades, 
who “has come to know about as 
much about engines, radio and 
brick-laying as he does about the 
Catechism.” His knowledge of 
radio and electricity generally is to 
be put to good use; there are two 
gasoline motor-generator sets a- 
board, and a supply of two-way ra- 
dio sets as a means of quick com- 
munication with outlying missions 
in the roadless territory over dis- 
tances of 200 miles. 


His great worry is keeping sup- 
pled with the needful gasoline and 
adequate medicines for the difficult 
tropical country. His departure for 
Brazil was set for early January. 
On December 16 Fr. John Baptist 
gave a talk by radio over an NBC 
hookup from New York on the We 
the People program. 


This sort of use for God’s wonders 
in nature would, we believe, have 
led St. Francis to add a stanza or 
two to his Canticle of Brother Sun, 
his praise of God for God’s creatures. 
The conversion of these wonders to 
Divine service from the destructive 
use to which man’s perversity seems 
to keep putting the finest products 
of human ingenuity, would have 
given special zest to St. Francis’ 
lines. ® 


Do not spend your time on anything of the kind that you would need to fear God’s 


asking you: What are you doing? 
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ITEMS OF INTEREST 
: 


We mark the passing of three 
‘notable Tertiary sisters in recent 
weeks. 


_ Mrs. Sara Maynard died at West- 
minster Md. November 26. The 
wife of poet and biographer Dr. 
Theodore Maynard, she was a writer 
herself, one of her recent books 
being Princess Poverty, a life of St. 
Clare and St. Francis, published in 
1941. It so happens that only as 
recently as October 17 her three 
children Christine, Rosemary and 
Philip made their profession in the 
Third Order. Indeed, while she her- 
self had been Francis-minded for 
years, it was not until October 12 
of the past year that she made her 
profession in the order as Sister 
Elizabeth. The same bulletin of 
Mt. St. Sepulchre fraternity Wash- 
ington D.C., which congratulated 
her and her children on their profes- 
sion, also carried her obituary no- 
tice. 


Mary McMeal was laid to rest 
from St. Joseph’s church, La Porte 
Ind. November 9. Born of the 
noted Gamache family of St. Louis 
Mo., she married Harry McMeal of 
Pittsburgh, son of the coal baron, 
and her acquaintance included some 
of the most noted political, literary, 
and thespian characters of the coun- 
try. Widowed, she joined the Third 
Order forty-five years ago at St. 
Peter’s Chicago, and from then on 
devoted her fortune and her person- 
al services to works of piety and 
charity. 


Speaking at her funeral, Father 
Van Rie stressed how literally, to 
the utter depletion of her fortune, 
she kept the three-point Tertiary 
program of popular economics, in 
benefactions to churches and mis- 
sions and in kindness to the sick 
and the children. At the same time 
holy Mass and Communion, with 


Rosary, Way of the Cross and read- 
ing the lives of the saints were her 
daily occupation during the many 
years that she lived in comparative 
seclusion as a priest’s housekeeper 
in a country parish. On seeking 
opportunity for the last named kind 
of work, she had made three condi- 
tions: it must be a poor parish, it 
must be near Chicago so she could 
attend her Third Order meetings, 
and she must have opportunity to 
take part in Tertiary activities. 


Mrs. E. V. Morrell died in Novem- 
ber at her home, Torresdale, Phila- 
delphia, and was laid to rest in the 
habit of the Third Order which she 
had worn with such holy credit to 
herself in life. A member of the 
celebrated Drexel family, and 
younger sister of Mother Katharine 
Drexel, she vied with her sister in 
charitable virtues, spending her 
days, apart from her charity work, 
in seclusion from the society to 
which wealth and connections en- 
titled her. From its earliest ap- 
pearance twenty-five years ago THE 
FORUM remained a constant wel- 
come visitor at her home, and it is 
safe to say that few of its readers 
ever turned its message to better 
account. Hers too was a life in 
conscientious keeping with the Tert- 
iary three-point program of eco- 
nomics, a life reminiscent of first 
Tertiaries Bl. Luchesio and Buona- 
donna in its devotion to the needs 
of God’s poor and God’s Church; a 
life with neither taste nor time for 
superfluities ; a life of few needs and 
demands but open to the promptings 
of holy faith after the example of 
St. Francis. 


God rest the souls of these worthy 
Tertiaries. ®@ 


Our reference to Fr. John Louis 
Musaeus on page 383 of the Decem- 
ber Forum brought the following 
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interesting and amusing (no pun in- 
tended!) information from Fr. Cos- 
mas Korb O.F.M. Conv. of St. An- 
thony-on-Hudson, Rensselaer N. Y. 


Fr. Conrad Eubel’s history of the 
German Minorite province says that 
Fr. John Louis was originally affilia- 
ted with the friary of Villingen in 
Baden. During the siege of that 
town he described the conflict in 
German verse so interestingly that 
the poem was published in 1634 by 
Dr. John Steudlin of Freiburg. 
When the siege was lifted, the vil- 
lagers sent Fr. John Louis with two 
companions to the court at Vienna 
to make a report. Emperor Ferdi- 
nand was so pleased with the mes- 
sengers and the people of Villigen 
that he exempted them from the 
burden of having troops quartered 
in their homes. 


Hearing, furthermore, that Fr. 
John Louis’ family name was Unge- 
lert, which means “unlearned’’, the 
emperor changed the name to be 
thereafter “a Musis’” or ““Musaeus’’, 
as his knowlelge and his gift for 
writing made him worthy to be 
classed among the Muses! 


After two terms as provincial, Fr. 
John Louis became guardian of the 
friary of Solothurn, where he en- 
gaged in writing many ascetical 
works, most of them unpublished to 
date. These works, it seems, were 
still extant in manuscript in 1886, 
when Fr. Eubel published his 
Geschichte der Minoriten-Provinz. ® 


Assumption parish, Syracuse N. 
Y., recently observed the hundredth 
year of its founding. The parish, 
established actually in 1843 by Pre- 
monstratensian Father Adelbert 
Inama of Wilten Abbey in the Tyrol, 
was taken over by the Friars Minor 
Conventual in 1859, and it has re- 
mained in their charge to this day. 
St. Francis friary, connected with 
Assumption Church, became the 
headquarters of the order when in 
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1859 Fr. Leopold Moczgemba, first 
commissary general of the Friars in 
the country and first Franciscan 
pastor of Assumption, transferred 
his headquarters there from Texas, 
their original American location. It 
is now the seat of Immaculate Con- 
ception province (15). 


Beginning with 1860, a group of 
Sisters of St. Francis from Philadel- 
phia undertook the care of the par- 
ish school. They proved to be the 
nucleus of a new congregation (No. 
36 in The Fruitful Ideal), headquar- 
ters at St. Anthony’s Convent, Syra- 
cuse, with establishments in New 
York, New Jersey, Ohio, North Car- 
olina, the District of Columbia, and 
Hawaii, including the leper colony at 
Molokai. 


A former pastor, Fr. Fidelis 
Dehm, became bishop of Moldavia 
in 1878. Thirty young men of the 
parish have in time joined the order 
as priests (including the two Father 
Provincials Ferdinand Mayer and 
Vincent Mayer) and four have 
joined as brothers, while three 
others became secular priests. Of 
the young women of the parish 68 
have joined the Franciscan Sisters, 
and fourteen have joined other com- 
munities. There is a group of oe 
Tertiaries secular. 


Fr. Maximilian Kolbe O.F.M. 
Conv., founder of the famed city 
of the Immaculate Mother, Niepoka- 
lanow Poland, and of the Conventual 
Friars’ mission of Nagasaki, met his 
death in a characteristically self- 

sacrificing way. 


As related by a fellow religious 
who was in the same concentration 
camp with Fr. Maximilian for five 
years, the father of a large family 
was condemned by the Nazis to be 
shot. He sought Fr. Maximilian’s 
aid. Fr. Maximilian pleaded with 
the Nazi authorities to let him take 
the condemned man’s place. The 
offer was accepted. Fr. Maximilian 
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swered the roll-call for the con- 
fmned man on the following day, 
nd so went to his death! @ 
}Mother M. Veronica Steffens, su- 
erior general of the Sistrs of St. 
francis of Glen Riddle (1), together 
jith Sister Angela Joseph Sheehan 
} that congregation, met a tragic 
“ath at Anadarko Oklahoma early 
& December. They were on their 
yay to an airport, where they meant 
} take flight with Philadelphia as 
heir ultimate destination, there to 
Etend the obsequies of Msgr. John 
# Bonner, when their automobile 
Dllided with a truck and was 
mrown down an _ embankment. 
they were crushed to death. 

| Mother Veronica had been super- 
pr general of the congregation for 
ne past eight years. The congre- 
ation comprises four provinces in 
1e United States, with establish- 
nents also in Puerto Rico and in 
reland. Some 1400 sisters com- 
iose the congregation, At the time 
lother Veronica had been on canon- 
al visitation in Oklahoma, where 
ong other establishments the 
ongregation conducts the Indian 
chools of Anadarko and Purcell. ® 


Inspiring is the utter determina- 
ion with which some of our German 
ellow religious are attacking the 
roblem of reconstruction. 


Thus the Saxon province of the 
loly Cross has preparatory semin- 
ry, novitiate, schools of philosophy 
nd of theology functioning again 
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notwithstanding the ruination vis- 
ited on so many of its friaries, 
notably the larger ones. In addi- 
tion there are increasing numbers of 
refugee brethren from eastern re- 
gions being accommodated, despite 
acute shortage of food and particu- 
larly of clothing, fuel and housing 
room itself. Everybody, from prov- 
incial officials down, has taken a 
hand in clearing away debris, sal- 
vaging building material, and erect- 
ing at least makeshift habitation. 


Work among the people, amid the 
unimaginable hardships confronting 
them and the dismaying problems 
posed for pastoral care, goes on with 
a will. Amazing it is to read—all 
these data have reference to relig- 
ious in the British zone—that the 
Franciscan friary of Werl was host 
recently to Franciscan and other 
missionaries, Dominican, Benedic- 
tine, Jesuit, Divine Word, Capuchin 
and others, to discuss means and 
ways of approach in the new order, 
or disorder, of things. 


These religious evidently have no 
more intention of letting themselves 
be overcome by the catastrophe 
than they had of letting Hitlerism 
take the Faith from them and their 
people. They were content to bide 
Providence’s time to deliver them 
from Hitler; they are equally mind- 
ed to go on until Providence delivers 
them from their dire need. 


God and Christian sentiment has- 
ten that day! © 


INSURANCE 


MEN, DO YOU WANT INSURANCE against death? 


I do not mean money insurance for 


our family after you die, but assurance that your life will be prolonged? ; 
Then join the Third Order! Notice how rarely men’s names appear in our Obituary 


f secular Tertiaries? Take the tip! 


But seriously, as between argument for a good thing and intuition of a good thing, 
he former is a long, hard, and disappointing road. ‘Woman does not have to bother 


rith it; she just knows a good thing when she sees it. hat - 
1ore of her than of the so-called methodical male persuasion in the Third Order. 


ake that tip! 


That is why there are so many 
Men, 


But argument or intuition or both together, men and women: Join the Third Order! 


| is soul insurance. 
pan allotted you. 


It helps put, if not a long life, certainly a meritorious life into the 
Recognize a good thing when you see it! ® 
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Details are available of how two 
fathers of Holy Cross province, Ger- 
many met their death at the hands 
of the Nazis. 

One father, Fr. Kilian Kirchhoff, 
was accused by a woman of having 
spoken against the government. 
What he said, is not indicated. But 
evidently it was not in accord with 
Nazi administration, for he was 
tried, condemned and executed! 


Fr. Elpidius Markoetter said in a 
sermon that according to the law 
of holy charity Christians must love 
all men, regardless of whether they 
are English, French, Dutch or Jews. 
The latter inclusion especially was 
not to the Nazi liking. Ever pre- 
sent spies denounced him. He was 
put into the infamous concentration 
camp of Dachau and there tortured 
to death! 


Yet, miscreants would have us 
believe all Germans were Nazis! 
Reminds us of the incident about the 
celebrated Dr. Larus. He was ap- 
proached by a Nazi and urged to 
join the party. Dr. Larus said he 
did not care to identify himself with 
crooks. “Do you mean to say that 
all the Nazis are crooks?” “No,” 
said Dr. Larus, “‘but I do find that 
all the crooks are Nazis!” 


Besides the wide expanse of Can- 
ada, where it has done above all ex- 
ceptional Third Order work, the pro- 
vince of St. Joseph O.F.M. (24) has 
taken the foreign missions to its 
bosom. Developments since 19389 
have made its flourishing mission in 
Japan quite impossible, but not so 
its work among Japanese immi- 
grants in the Americas, while the 
Holy Land with Egypt have been 
favorite fields for the zeal of its 
members. To this endeavor has re- 
cently been added a new mission ‘n 
Peru. 


In Egypt two of its members are 
active at this time in the vicariat of 
Egypt (headquarters Alexandria) 
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and three in the Suez vicariat 
(headquarters Port Said). 


Three of the ecclesiastical dis- ; 
tricts of Egypt are in charge of the } 
Order of Friars Minor: the vicariat | 


of Egypt, the Suez vicariat, and the 
mission of Upper Egypt. Besides, 
the Custody of the Holy Land has 
institutions in Egypt independent ¢ 
the above three districts. 


June 3, 1945, Fr. Isaac Londofio } 
O.F.M. of the friary of Cali Colom- | 
bia celebrated his 100th birthday. , 
Fr. Isaac arrives at his centenary | 
“with the vitality of Biblical times, , 
happy as a child and jovial as ai 


grandfather among his grandchil- 
dren, as he gleefully leads his fellow ” 


religious in the daily round of re- - 


ligious duty.” 


Fr. Isaac joined the order at the : ; 
age of 55 in 1890, and was ordained | 


in 1894, 


We join our contemporary Voz ! 
Franciscana of Bogota in loving + 
goodwill to Fr. Isaac on the extra- : 


ordinary occasion, 


hoping with all | 


his fellow religious that “he may ° 
continue in a further century to be : 
the prudent and experienced voice : 


and the compelling example whe 
attracts new generations.” 


(Concluding page 45) 


to him, whereas he regards it as the | 
greatest distinction to suffer for my | 


name’s sake. 
So study how to keep your heart » 
for me alone as my own shrine and | 


abode, weeding out of it conscienti- 


ously all harmful thoughts and other 
roots of evil. For I will go on try- 


ing you, now by the force of tempta- 


tion, now by bitter affliction, to see 


what you are ready to do and bear 
for love of me. Therefore prepare 
your soul for trial, so you will per- 
severe in my love amid all adversity 
and experience the help of my hand 
when the time of trial comes. 

(To be continued) 


FEBRUARY 


Purification G. A. and P. I.* 

Bl Andrew dei Conti C. 1 Or. (‘Cony.) 
St. Joseph of Leonissa C. 1 Or 

Sts. Peter Baptist and Comp. M. 1 Or. 
Bl. Andrew dei Conti (Cap.) 

(Bl. Andrew dei Conti (Fran.) 

). st. Conrad of Piacenza C. 3 Or. 

_ St. Margaret of Cortona Pt. 3 Or. 


GENERALLY 


_ On the day of reception and the day of 
profession. 

On the day of the monthly meeting. 

_ On two days of the month at. choice.” 

On each Tuesday (St. Anthony). Visit 
to the exposed Blessed Sacrament. 

On the first Friday of any month. 

- On the first unimpeded Saturday of any 
month, for attendance at the votive Mass 
of the Immaculate Conception according 
to the rubrics.* 

On each of twelve successive first Satur- 
days of the month. Prayers in honor of 
the Immaculate Conception. The first 
Sundays may be observed instead. 

On the seventeenth of any month. Visit 


CALENDAR OF PLENARY INDULGENCES 


to the Blessed Sacrament exposed and de- 
votions to St. Paschal. 

On each of any six Sundays of the year, 
with prayers in honor of St. Louis the 
Bishop, with a special plenary indulgence 
if the Sundays are observed successively. 

On the titular feast of a Franciscan 
church. 

*Signifies an indulgence that can be 
gained only by members whereas the 
other indulgences can be gained by all 
who visit a church of the order. 

General conditions besides particular 
conditions specified: Confession, commun- 
ion, visit to a church of the order, Our 
Father, Hail Mary and Glory for the in- 
tentions of the Holy Father. 

Form of the General Absolution or In- 
dulgenced Blessing as given in the con- 
fessional: Austoritate a Summis Ponti- 
ficibus mihi concessa plenariam omnium 
peccatorum tuorum indulgentiam tibi im- 
pertior. In nomine Patris et Filii et Spir- 
itus Sancti. Amen. 

Any priest having the faculties of the 
diocese can give the Indulgenced Blessing 
in this form in the confessional. 


DN eee EE 


fee 


Fr. Leonard Dorn O.F.M. Cap. (9), Fr. 
Albert Bruesermann O.F.M. (5), Fr. 
| Rudolph Bonner O.F.M. (3), Fr. Sigismund 
| Rosati O.F.M. (2). 


Sr, M. Xavier Schafhausen (12), Sr. M. 
| Philippine Kas (12), Sr. M. Rufina 
| Mueller (19), Sr. M. Aquinas (18), Sr. 
| M. Isidore Rosecki (19), Sr. M. Valen- 
tine Reichert (23), Sr. M. Maura Yochem 
(23), Sr. M. Catherine Hudson (23), Sr. 
M. Virgila Buetel (23), Sr. M. Raymond 
Witkowski (57). 


Chicago: William Carey, Anna Prender- 
gast, Mary Maloney, Marie Flanagan, 
Anna Cavanaugh, Kate Gallagher, Brid- 
| get Grimes, Mary Marlow, Pauline Sepsi, 
Mary Sheehan. 


Cleveland: Mary Higgins, Jennie Mulec. 


Detroit: Ann Hubbert, John Kerby, 
Agata Dzenkanskene. 


Community or Fraternity. 


Address: THE FORUM. 


OBITUARY 


Your prayers are requested for the repose of the souls of the following departed 
members of the three Orders of St. Francis: 


Kansas City: Eleanor Siebers. 

Milwaukee: Adolph Benzing, William 
Quinlan, Barbara New, Anna Fuerst. 

New York: Irene Peyton, Mary Willand, 
Marguerite Brisbois, Anne Charlton, An- 
na O’Donnell, Mary Nolan, Sarah Butler, 
Mary Loughran. 

Pittsburgh: Bertha Grehofsky, Mary 
Labritz, Elizabeth Guttendorf, Mary Mer- 
dian, William McDermott. 


St. John’s: Cornelius Hagan. 

St. Louis: Mrs. Leo Freiheit, Mary 
Genail, Mary Blank, Otto Hesse, Christine 
Knuff. 


Terre Haute: Louise Johnson, Sarah 
Neenan, Agnes Dosch, Lily Schulmeyer, 
Anna Wisely. 

Toronto: Margaret McBride, Mrs. Bern- 
ard McDonough, Mary Jane McGuire, 
William Ireland. 


Put THE Forum on your mailing list for the current Obituary notices of your 


5045 Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Il. 
<< 


New BL NEAL 


Praises, being favorite prayers of St. Francis, a souvenir pie 
signed originally as a novel Christmas greeting. Special 
lope. Artistic cover design -___.... hd) te: each. Quantity 

Third Order Register. A new design bared: on the late Fr. Ig 
Classen’s work. 100 pages for entries. Ruled columns { 
necessary data. Heaee paper over :...4...2) 2 ‘: a FA 


Gifts yan 


Ee. 


The Christian Home, by Fr. Celestin Strub O.F.M. __... Panera 


Back Numbers of THE FORUM. This is binding time for the 1945 
issues of THE FORUM. Look over your files. Get the missing 
back numbers while supply lasts. 10 cents each copy prepaid. 
For issues previous to 1945 see inside front cover of THE FORUM 


Index for 1945 FORUM. A limited supply on hand. Order early. 
10 cents payment must accompany the order. 


Franciscan Herald Press 
5045 S. Laflin Street, Chicago 9, Illinois 


